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FOREWORD
The availability of adequate voting statistics is fundamental to the study of
many aspects of the government or politics of a state. Unfortunately, in most states,
including Illinois, no central compilation of election returns has been made, and, as
a result, political research has been made extremely difficult or even impossible.
Illinois Votes has been published to provide basic research data on a county-
by-county basis to aid and encourage further studies of Illinois voting behavior. Al-
though this volume has been designed primarily to aid scholars, it should be of inter-
est also to Illinois public officials, political party leaders, and citizens interested
in learning more about voting trends and behavior.
The Institute wishes to thank all those who have helped in making the publica-
tion of this volume possible.
Gilbert Y. Steiner
Director






Because Illinois voting statistics have been, up to this time, widely scattered,
it has been difficult to study long-range voting trends in a systematic way. The lack
of a central source for election statistics is not unique to Illinois, but is the case
in all but a handful of states. Illinois Votes is intended to provide this central
source on a county-by-county basis.
The data in this volume has been compiled for each presidential and guberna-
torial election since 1900. All contests for United States senator are included since
the popular election of these officials began in 1916. In addition, the contests for
state treasurer in non-presidential years are included to permit a study of voting
trends for those years when national issues have less influence on the outcome of state
contests.
Preceding each election year is a summary sheet that includes the names and
parties of the candidates for each office, the number of counties carried by each party,
and a breakdown between Downstate and Cook County returns. The summary sheets, rather
than the tables that follow, are the only source for the names of candidates and the
names of "minor" parties; i.e., parties other than Republican or Democratic. On the
tables the vote of all the minor parties are grouped under the heading "other vote."
Percentage comparisons have been computed by county for each contest, both as
a percentage of Republican-Democratic votes cast and as a percentage of the total vote,
which includes the minor parties. The Republican-Democratic plurality percentage shown
is that plurality as a percentage of the total vote cast.
The "total vote cast" figure carried in the left-hand column of each table is
the total number of votes cast for that contest and not the total vote cast in the
election.
Cook County and Chicago present a special problem to the student of Illinois
voting behavior. Cook County now has over 50 percent of the state's population. Chi-
cago, which had 35 percent o^ the state's population in 1900, had about 33 percent by
1955; Cook County outside Chicago increased from 3 percent to 12 percent; Downstate
(all counties other than Cook) declined from 62 percent to 49 percent. Because of the
obvious impact of the Chicago vote on any statewide contest, a breakdown of the Cook
County vote between the city and suburban areas for each contest is included.
One caution should be noted when using the Chicago or suburban Cook County data.
The boundaries of the city have changed since 1900, as about 30 annexations have added
over 30 square miles to the legal boundaries of the city. (The details of these annex-
ations are described in the Local Community- Fact Book for Chicago published by the Chi-
cago Community Inventory, University of Chicago.) Data on the number of persons brought
within the city limits by each annexation are not readily available, but it is probable
that they have not markedly affected the total city population, especially in comparison
to population increases from other factors.
The boundaries of Cook County and the other 101 counties have remained constant
in the period covered by this volume, although there have been marked movements of popu-
lation, with some counties greatly increasing and others significantly losing. Thus the
population changes of any particular county should be considered in analyzing the reason
or reasons for marked changes in the total vote cast over the years. Also it should be
noted that the percentage figures are not weighted for the voting strength of a county:
consequently, a percentage figure for a party's vote in Cook County is much more sig-
nificant in a statewide analysis than the same percentage figure for sparsely-populated
Putnam County.
As indicated earlier, the "other vote" figure is the sum of the vote for the
"minor" parties. Generally, minor parties have not been successful in Illinois politics,
with the 1912 Progressive (Bull Moose) movement being the major exception. For this
year, the Progressive party vote is given in a separate table. In other years, includ-
ing 1924 when Lafollette ran, minor parties have been successful in only a handful of
counties at most, and usually have run well behind the Republican and Democratic candi-
dates.
The figures for "other" votes in the tables include votes only for the candi-
dates whose names were on the ballot, not for "write-ins." The practices of county
officials in reporting write-ins vary considerably, with some ignoring these votes and
others very carefully reporting them.
The major source of data for the tables that follow is the reports of the Illi-
nois Secretary of State. After most elections, the Secretary has published a separate
pamphlet of voting returns. For a few years around 1920, these pamphlets were not pub-
lished, and the source of these elections is the Illinois Blue Book , also published by
the Secretary of State. The source for the Chicago returns in statewide elections is
the records of the Chicago Board of Election Commissioners. Since 1954, these returns
have been included in some detail in the Secretary of State's pamphlet. For the period
1900-1936, the Chicago returns were published in the Chicago Daily News Almanac and
Yearbook .
For the person who wants information on offices or elections, not included in
this volume, the following sources are suggested:
1. For early election returns, see Theodore C. Pease, Illinois Election Returns
1818-1848, Collections, the Illinois Historical Library, Springfield, 1923, 598 pp.
2. For statewide returns since 1870 (excepting 1918, 1920, 1922, 1924 and 1928)
see a pamphlet ( Official Vote of the State of Illinois ) published by the Illinois Secre-
tary of State, which includes returns for all statewide contests, all contests for con-
gressional seats, and all contests for seats in the General Assembly, and contains the
total vote cast in each county. Data are included for contests in both the primary and
general elections. In addition, returns for judicial contests and special propositions
are included. The format of the pamphlet has changed and the data included have varied
considerably over the years, so that not all of the above-mentioned election returns
are included in each issue of the pamphlet. As stated earlier, the pamphlets since 1954
have included detailed returns for Chicago and suburban Cook County. Statewide data for
the years 1918, 1920, 1922, 1924, and 1923 are included in the Illinois Blue Book .
3. For Chicago and suburban returns prior to 1936, the Chicago Daily News
Almanac and Yearbook is the best published source. Some of the data for major offices
are presented on a precinct-by-precinct basis. The Almanac also includes statewide re-
turns for the same period. It should be noted that the presentation of the data is not
always uniform, and data on all elections are not always included. The unpublished re-
cords of the Chicago Board of Election Commissioners contain election data for Chicago
and certain communities under the Board's jurisdiction not included in the Almanac .
4. A recently published source containing election data for Illinois and the
other states is America Votes , compiled and edited by Richard A. Scammon, Governmental
vi
Affairs Institute, and published by the Mac Millan Company, New York. Two volumes of
this series have already been published, and a new volume is to come out every two
years. The Illinois data include the vote for president, United States senator, and
governor by county for each election since 1948. A breakdown for the returns by ward
within the City of Chicago and the total vote for congressional contests are also in-
cluded. The same percentage analysis of the data that is used in this volume ( Illi -
nois Votes ) is al60 used in America Votes .
5. Another source containing election data for Illinois and other states is
Vote Cast in Presidential and Congressional Elections, 1928-1944 , published by the
U. S. Bureau of the Census in 1944. This volume includes state summaries of the vote
in presidential and congressional elections, and percentage analysis of party voting.
For the 1940 and 1944 presidential elections and the 1942 and 1944 senatorial elections,
the data are shown by counties; for the 1°42 and 1944 elections for Representatives in
Congress, by congressional districts.
* * * * * * *
In compiling this volume, every possible precaution has been taken to prevent
errors. For any that have not been caught, the editor accepts responsibility. In a
few instances errors have been noted in the published material used as basic sources.
Where it has been impossible to verify the correctness of the original data, the county




Among the many persons who helped in the compilation of this volume are three
research assistants, Messrs. Victor Sapio, William McClure, and Edmund Lyons. All
three have rendered valuable assistance at various stages, but Mr. Sapio worked last and
longest. The data were processed on electronic equipment by the University's Statisti-
cal Service Unit, and the cooperation of Mr. Francis Flerchinger of the unit is espe-
cially appreciated.
Also several public officials were most helpful, particularly Mr. Don Butler of
the office of Secretary of State in Springfield, and Mr. Sidney Holzman, Chairman of
the Chicago Board of Election Commissioners. Mr. Holzman was particularly helpful in
supplying last minute data that made it possible to meet the publication deadline.
Much credit for the completion of the volume must go to the secretarial staff
of the Institute, particularly Mrs. Laura Duncan and Miss Doris Falk, who were con-
stantly alert to the possibility of error. In addition, Mr. Joseph Tucker, research
assistant, aided in the final stages of the project.
Lastly, the editor is grateful to the University Research Board for a grant




































STATE TREASURER - 1902











STATE TREASURER - 1906











STATE TREASURER - 1910








PROGRESSIVE VOTE - 1912






STATE TREASURER - 1914

































































































































































































































































STATE TREASURER - 1922
















STATE TREASURER - 1926















STATE TREASURER - 1930













Republican William J. Stratton
Democratic John Stelle
SUMMARY- 1934
STATE TREASURER - 1934





Republican Alfred M. Landon
Democratic Franklin D. Roosevelt




































STATE TREASURER - 1938






SENATOR - 1940 (Special Election)



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Republican Richard Y. Rowe
Democratic Sam Keys
Counties
Total Vote Cook County Downstate Carried
1,959,881 1,046,335 913,546 99
1,480,597 974,131 506,466 3
Prohibition Robert W. Melven 14,144 6,933 7,211
MS
STATE TREASURER - 1946



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Republican William G. Stratton
Democratic Michael Howlett
Prohibition Eugene Neubauer





STATE TREASURER - 1950













STATE TREASURER - 1954























Republican Warren E. Wright
Democratic Joseph D. Lohrnan
Counties
Total Vote Cook County Downstate Carried
1,548,902 723,619 825,283 70
1,688,809 1,014,735 674,074 32
183
STATE TREASURER - 1958
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